The drive has been led by patient advocacy groups, science lobby groups including Research!America, and legislators such as John Porter, the former chair of the House appropriations subcommittee in charge of health spending, who retired from Congress in 2000. The success of the effort has been watched enviously by scientists in other disciplines and in other countries.
Congress is widely expected to approve the president's request when it completes the 2003 budget this summer. Bush is asking for $5.5 billion next year for cancer research, up from $4.9 billion this year; and $1. Fauci would not comment on the rumours, but says that his institute would spend the bioterrorism money on basic research, drug and vaccine discovery, clinical research and construction of new facilities.
With two-fifths of the new money going to the NIAID, Bush's proposal will see the other 26 NIH institutes enjoying somewhat smaller increases than in recent years. But Fauci pledges that the expansion of bioterrorism funds would also boost research on diseases such as cancer, malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS.
Jordan Cohen, president of the Association of American Medical Colleges, welcomes the funding announcement. Looking ahead, he says: "It's probably not reasonable to expect funding to grow at exactly the same rate it has, but meeting the scientific opportunities that exist is going to require continued investment."
April Burke of Lewis-Burke Associates, a lobbying group that works with universities and research organizations, says: "There's a lot of money going to cancer and bioterrorism, but the important thing is that the administration is supporting the overall increase of the NIH, and that's excellent. But if it is built, the machine will cost between $5 billion and $7 billion, and will require strong collaboration between physicists in Japan, the United States and Europe. It remains unclear what form that collaboration will take.
So far, regional groups of physicists have done most of the conceptual design work on the collider, and Bagger says that an international organization is needed "almost immediately" to improve the way these efforts are coordinated.
"The international community has to get its act together," agrees Albrecht Wagner, director of DESY, Germany's high-energy physics research centre in Hamburg. He adds that any collaboration will face tough choices about where to build the machine and which technologies to use.
US high-energy physicists acknowledge that they face an uphill struggle in convincing the Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation, the agencies that support their discipline, to back the project. But Bagger is hopeful. "A 10-30% increase in our budget would do the job," he says. "That's not unreasonable to contemplate." 
